
Steel City Benzers 
 

                                                                                               

  

 

The Pittsburgh MBCA Section 

has 342 members – an 

increase of 16 since our last 

newsletter!  

 

We would like to extend a 

special welcome and hello to 

our 27 newest members: 

 

 

We are also proud that 44 

members have renewed their 

membership in the last 3 

months! 

 

Without new and renewing 

members, we wouldn’t be 

where we are today.  We look 

forward to seeing you at 

upcoming events! 

 

 

 

Sewickley Garden Club Rally and Cocktail Party 

By Paul Bowman 

 
Pittsburgh Section Members Scott Horne, Paul Bowman, Paul Georg at historic Wilpen Hall in Sewickley Heights 

On Saturday September 24, a number of Pittsburgh Section members 

enjoyed perfect Pittsburgh fall weather as well as great company at a 

road rally and then after-party hosted by the Village Garden Club of 

Sewickley. Gorgeous classic, vintage, and luxury cars at historic Wilpen 

Hall with an open wine bar and delicious hors d’oeuvres! Thanks to Club 

Members Mary and Ollie Poppenberg (also members of the VGSC) for 

bringing this to our attention. 

 
Stunning interior of 300SL on display 
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We, the Board of Directors, would 

like your feedback, so please feel free 

to contact us at 

mbcapghchapter@gmail.com with 

suggestions on event ideas.  We look 

forward to hearing from you!  

 

Sandy Turko 

President 

 

Dan Marcin 

Vice-President 

 

Marilyn Smetana 

Treasurer 

 

Paul Bowman 

Secretary & Newsletter Editor 

 

 

Board of Directors 

Paul Georg 

Susan Grunewald 

Jeff Hirst 

Betsy Marcin 

Mark Sheldon 

Sandra Simpson 

Ray Smetana 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A View from the Driver’s Seat 

 
 

“The heart is happiest when the head and hand work together.” 
Jay Leno 
 
It’s hard to believe we are heading into the final quarter of 
2022, a year that has brought us unprecedented growth in our 
Pittsburgh Section.  
 
I am so proud and honored that we have over 340 active 
members and have averaged 8 new members/month in 2022. 
These figures have gained attention of National and many 
Regional Sections, but more important, have been a testament 
to head and hand working together.  
 
We continue to see an increase in Club Members actively 
leading and facilitating Club Events, which continues to breathe 
freshness in our gatherings.  
 
While low demand led to the postponing the next wave of 
Pittsburgh Section merchandise, we had a great response for 
our Section-embroidered golf shirts unveiled at the PVGP.  
 
On the downside, we continue to be without membership 
rebates and support from MBCA National. Our Board is 
welcoming of all suggestions and looks to have 50-50s and 
other fundraising options to ensure continued health of our 
Pittsburgh Section.  
 
Looking forward to seeing everyone at our Q4 events and wish 
all continued health and happiness! 

 

Sandy Turko 
 

 

 



 

 

  

Technology Links 

In addition to this newsletter, 
there are other channels to keep 
up with what’s happening with 
the Pittsburgh Section. 

 
Website: 
http://www.mbcapitt.org/ 
 

 
Facebook: 
 
Official Mercedes-Benz Club of 
America Pittsburgh  

 

 
Email: 
mbcapghchapter@gmail.com   
 

 
Instagram: @mbcapgh 
 

 

Twitter: @mbcapgh 

Newsletter Update 
 
All Pittsburgh Section 
Newsletters are distributed via 
email and available to view via 
our website.  
 

 

MBCA Pittsburgh Membership   

Our Board is grateful to our members for their continued support, 
especially during Covid times, growing by 12% this year and 
months and 26% in the last 12 months! 

 

 
 

Reminder: PayPal Account for MBCA Pittsburgh 

Section 

During the last quarter, we successfully launched our new PayPal 
account: mbcapghchapter@gmail.com. 
 
We feel this tool will allow Pittsburgh Members to: (1) make 
contributions or provide sponsorships to the Section to help 
underwrite our events, and (2) more easily purchase Section 
merchandise. So far, we have had a highly successful sale of polo 
shirts with the Section logo embroidered on it. 
 
If you have a personal PayPal account, you can readily set up a 
secure transfer of funds from your personal account to our Section 
account. 
 
And even if you don’t have a personal account, through PayPal you 
can pay/contribute to us with either a debit card or a credit card. 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.mbcapitt.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/933984860078684
https://www.facebook.com/groups/933984860078684
mailto:mbcacos@gmail.com
mailto:mbcapghchapter@gmail.com


 

Mercedes-Benz Car Show at Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix (PVGP) 

By Sandy Turko 

 

Another amazing weekend for charity this year at the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix! 
 
Despite the shift in location uphill this year, we again had over 100 cars on Saturday and an impressive 
representation Sunday as well. 
 
A huge thank you to the Conforti Brothers as well as Ethan Bowman for these photos, Bob’s Diner for the 
incredible meals/service, and everyone that came out for a weekend of automotive fun to benefit so many 
children in our area! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Starting a Dealership from Scratch  

By the Conforti Brothers  

 

For many car enthusiasts, opening your own dealership would be a dream come true. That is exactly what we 
are doing. Growing up, we always had a strong passion for cars and being self-employed entrepreneurs. In 
college, we both double-majored in accounting and finance but we knew from the start that it was not what 
we wanted to do.  
 
One month after graduating college, we were able to purchase our first piece of commercial real estate with 
help from our parents. This property would soon become the home of our dealership. The property itself 
needed some work, so we spent two years clearing over a hundred small trees, tearing down an existing 
building, and hauling in dirt to prep for the new construction. Four years later, we finally started the 
construction of our 8,000 square-foot building. This was our first time designing and building a commercial 
building from scratch, so it was a learning process for us. Dealing with architects, engineers, the city, and the 
state was a lot more work than we had realized. Our original goal was to have the project completed and 
ready to be opened by this fall. However, we had a lot of setbacks due to Covid and building materials being 
delayed. Nevertheless, we are now hoping to have the project completed by the end of the year.  
 
Our inventory will consist of luxury, classic, exotic, and enthusiast cars with a primary focus on Mercedes-
Benz. While the building itself is predominately designed to be an indoor showroom for our inventory, two-
thousand square feet of it will be sectioned off for our existing detailing business. We will also be displaying 
our Mercedes collection in the showroom for other enthusiasts to see. Some of the highlighted cars that we 
will have on display will be our famous 450k mile E55 AMG, an Amish barn-find 190E Cosworth, and our one-
off RENNtech 40th Anniversary SL500. 
 
The MBCA Pittsburgh Section will be working with the Conforti Brothers to have a private “open house” to 
celebrate their opening in 2023. Their new dealership is located at 3669 Pennsylvania Ave, Weirton WV, 
about 20 miles southwest of the Pittsburgh International Airport. More details to follow!  
 

 

 

 

 

 



Upcoming Event: Annual Meeting 

By Jeff Hirst 

This year’s annual business meeting for the Pittsburgh Section is scheduled for Saturday, November 5, 2022.  

We will begin the day with refreshments at 9:30 AM at John Sisson Mercedes-Benz (480 Washington Road, 

Washington, PA 15301).   

 

 

The staff at John Sisson Motors has graciously offered to give members of the MBCA Pittsburgh Section a 

tour of their facilities and service area from 10:00 – 10:45 AM.  There will be a service technician available for 

a question/answer session.   

 



At 10:45 AM, the club will present a Lifetime Achievement Award to Mr. John Sisson.  Mr. Sisson and his 

family had owned the oldest Mercedes-Benz dealership in Pennsylvania until its sale in 2020 with over fifty 

years in business. 

At 11 AM, we will leave for Angelo’s Restaurant (2109 N. Franklin Dr, Washington, PA 15301) for lunch.  

Angelo’s will host the club and offer a limited menu with separate checks.   

The menu includes:  

Appetizers: 

Batter Dipped Fried Zucchini ($11) 

Peppers Angelo ($15) 

White Pizza Flatbread ($15) 

 

Entrees: 

Hot Sausage Sandwich ($13) 

Spaghetti and Meatballs ($15) 

Eggplant Parmigiana ($15) 

Chicken Parmigiana ($18) 

Pittsburgh Steak Salad ($16) 

 

Full description of menu items can be found at: www.angelosrestaurant.com.  Angelo’s also offers signature 

gelato.  We will conclude lunch with the annual business meeting and election of officers. 

If attending the luncheon meeting, please RSVP to mbcapghchapter@gmail.com by October 25. 

  

http://www.angelosrestaurant.com/
mailto:mbcapghchapter@gmail.com


 

Trip to Spread Eagle Tavern (Hanoverton OH) – MBCA Western Reserve Event 

By Dan Marcin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back on track was our annual trip to the Spread Eagle Tavern in Hanoverton Ohio with MBCA’s Western 

Reserve Section. 

It was a beautiful day to take my SLK55 out for a trip. The Tavern was originally built in 1837. It is said to have 

been visited by Abraham Lincoln, William McKinley, and James Garfield. It has an original Revolutionary War 

Flag and an original ticket from the Ford Theater the night of Lincoln’s Assassination. The Inn is also 

supposedly haunted. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Inn was part of the Underground Railroad. The runaway slaves would hide by day and run by night. Many 

of the houses nearby were used as hideaways, and some had tunnels between them under the street. 

The food was great, and the club had forty or more members mostly from their Section, but also a few of us 

from other Sections. 

The streets were lined on both sides with Mercedes. Their dealer actually brought four new cars for us to see 

including the brand-new SL, which is almost impossible to get right now with supply-chain issues. It was fun 

to see and touch this new model. 





 

After lunch, we caravanned to Mary Alice Cozza’s home for an Ice Cream Social. They had door prizes 

donated by the local dealership. We really enjoyed catching up with old friends and making new ones. 

Hopefully we can continue visits like these into the future with our friendships and love of the brand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

Calendar of Events 

November 6 Annual Meeting at 

John Sisson Mercedes-Benz 

(Washington PA) 

One more 2022 event TBD 

 

 

 

 

 

Each event will have more 

details sent out to Section 

membership 4-6 weeks before 

the date. We are open to any 

and all ideas for future events! 

Please e-mail us at 

mbcapghchapter@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

Classifieds 
 

We invite members of the club 

to submit advertisements of 

cars, parts, and other Benz-

related paraphernalia to our 

quarterly newsletter and our 

Instagram account 

(@MBCAPGH).  

These classifieds are free for 

active MBCA members who 

are paid up on their dues. 

Please use the word 
'classified' somewhere in the 
subject line of your email. For 
car ads, please include: year, 
model, mileage, condition, 
service history, a photograph, 
brief description, price, and 
contact information (e-mail 
and/or phone number). 
 
For parts and accessories, 
please include:  a description 
with condition, which 
year/vehicle it fits, part 
number, if at all possible, a 
photograph, price, and contact 
information (e-mail and/or 
phone number). 
 
Please be advised that your 
listing will also be posted to 
our social media platform -- 
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, 
unless you tell us to limit it to 
the newsletter. 
 

Members can purchase 

advertisements for any sort of 

business or networking that 

they wish to promote. Please 

contact us for rates at 

mbcapghchapter@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

 

FOR SALE: W124 Station Wagon 

Seats 

Navy seats for a seven-passenger 

wagon in good condition.   $25 for 

the set. 

Contact: Jeff @ 412-310-6031 

 

 

Classifieds continued on next 

page 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 



  Classifieds (continued) 

FOR SALE: Various W123 Parts from 1985 300TD 

Station Wagon That Was Totaled in 2016 

• Nissens-brand radiator that had only been in 

service for 2 yrs. before accident 

• Original turbo oil cooler, fair condition 

• Front head rests (dark blue), original in good 

condition 

• Rear window washer-fluid tank, original in fair 

condition 

• Water pump pulley, Genuine Benz, slightly used, 

good condition 

• Cooling fan (original-good condition) attached to 

thermostatic clutch (Genuine Benz slightly used 

– good). 

• Rear bumper complete assembly, Genuine Benz, 

barely used 

• Front bumper assembly, original, fair condition. 

• One original jack for replacing spare tire 

• Windshield washer fluid tank, Genuine Benz, 

slightly used. 

• Alternator-to-engine mounting bracket with 

built-in belt tensioner, Genuine Benz slightly 

used. 

• Driver’s side headlamp assembly, original, fair 

condition 

• German aftermarket power antenna, slightly 

used 

• Tool kit – good condition 

• Two Genuine Benz window channels (the felt 

grooves that roll-up windows slide through) 

 

• In total, these parts would probably be worth 

several thousand on eBay; willing to sell entire 

lot for $500, or make me an offer for any 

individual item(s) 

• Text Paul at (412) 302-1017 or email at 

ptbdadof3@comcast.net 

• Can stop by my home in Moon, PA to avoid 

shipping costs 

 

 

 

 

FOR SALE: 450 SL Parts  

Contact:  Art 

Phone: 412-889-1617  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ptbdadof3@comcast.net
tel:724-538-8589

